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Human dignity is of central importance in the EU legal order – as a highest ranking value of the Union, a guiding principle and objective of EU external action, as a fundamental right and basis of all fundamental rights. However, despite being considered as one of the ‘foundational values’ of the Union, human dignity is in fact a recent newcomer to the EU legal order.
This seminar traces how the Union moved from a legal order that was silent on human dignity, to one that puts human dignity front and centre. It takes a closer look at the use of dignity language in EU primary and secondary law and investigates what this reveals about the EU’s conception of human dignity. The main part of the seminar will focus on the role of human dignity in the case law of the European Court of Justice and will explore which terminology the Court uses, how the Court conceptualizes the legal nature, material and personal scope of human dignity, which function dignity language plays in the Court’s decisions and, finally, which methods the Court uses to fill dignity with meaning.

