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Sociological survey

Dear judges, prosecutors and lawyers, 

“Gallup International Balkan” is an agency that engages in opinion polls in the country. You can help us by taking part of your time and answering our questions.

Your participation is voluntary and your anonymity is guaranteed. 

The results of the survey will be used only for research purposes, and in a summarized form.

If you wish, you can contact us at +359 (2) 9694319.

The research is conducted under Project HUB: How to apply the Union’s Charter of fundamental rights on Balkans (JUST-AG-2016-04, Action grants to support European judicial training, Project № 763880), conducted by the Centre for Continuing Education at the Faculty of Law of the Sofia University, in partnership with the European public law organization (EPLO), Greece, and the Faculty of Law of the Bucharest University, Romania.

The objectives of this sociological survey are:

· to identify the level of knowledge of the Charter of Fundamental Rights or the European Union among judges, prosecutors, lawyers and law students in Bulgaria;

· to identify the level of study and knowledge of the Charter;

· to highlight the shared problems in the study and implementation of the Charter;

· to identify the level of understanding of the importance of implementing the Charter;
· to propose conclusions on how to improve the study and implementation of the Charter (and on the necessary and appropriate training tools on the Charter of Judges, Prosecutors, Lawyers and Students);
· to identify other related issues.
Therefore, your participation in this sociological survey is crucial to the successful implementation of the project!

On its basis 20 participants will be selected among the respondents, who will be able to participate (with all the expenses incurred in the project!) In the training and activities envisaged under the project. In this sense, naming your name is necessary and useful!

Of course, your answers to this study will also be useful if you prefer not to fill in your name. We reiterate that the anonymity of your responses is guaranteed, and the results of the survey will be used for research purposes only and in summary form.

Thanks in advance for your responsiveness!

!!! Please fill in the sequence number of your valid option!!!


Example: 

	
	

	1
	Q…

	2
	Q…


С1. Please indicate your position / function and the name of the court, prosecutor's office or bar association and city:
………………………………...…………………………........................................………………………………………………………… 

С2. Please mark your age in complete years: 

	
	

	1
	Until 30г. 

	2
	31-50 г.

	3
	Over 50 г.  


С3. Full name: 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

PART А

On the questions that offer answers on a scale of 1 to 10, mark your answer on the scale below, considering that 1 means "I do not know at all" and 10 - "I am fully acquainted".

А1. Assess the extent you are aware of European Union law?
	I do not know at all 1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	I am fully acquainted 10


A2. Assess the extent you are aware of the principles of the application of EU law? 

	I do not know at all 1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	I am fully acquainted 10


А3. Assess the extent you are aware of the Charter of Fundamental Rights or the European Union(Charter)? 

	I do not know at all 1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	I am fully acquainted 10


А4. Have you studied the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union?? 

	
	

	1
	Yes (go to question A5)

	2
	No (go to question A6)


А5. Where did you study the Charter?



You can mark more than one answer
	
	

	1
	At the Faculty of Law

	2
	Training in NIJ / CCA****

	3
	In other formats. Please, specify ....


А6. What do you think you do not know about the Charter?

Please, describe
 ………………….………………………….……………………………………………………………………………… ………….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
А7. Is the national legislature obliged to adopt an act implementing the Charter? 

	
	

	1
	Yes 

	2
	No 

	9
	I’m hesitating 


А8. When (in which cases) the Charter applies?

Please, describe
 ……………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………… ………….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
А9. Please answer any of the questions with "Yes", "No" or "I'm hesitating".

	
	Answer

	
	Yes
	No
	I’m hesitating 

	Is the administration obliged to apply the Charter?
	1
	2
	9

	Do you personally know whether citizens are familiar with the Charter?
	1
	2
	9

	Do citizens refer to the Charter?
	1
	2
	9

	Do the attorneys know the provisions of the Charter?
	1
	2
	9

	Do the attorneys refer to the Charter?
	1
	2
	9

	Do the attorneys refer to the Charter properly?
	1
	2
	9

	And do the lawyers refer to the Charter unreasonably / inappropriately?
	1
	2
	9

	Are the judges able to apply the Charter properly?
	1
	2
	9

	Are the judges able to determine whether the Charter is applicable to a particular case?
	1
	2
	9

	Is the Charter applicable to a case where an EU directive is applicable or relevant?
	1
	2
	9

	Is the Charter applicable if the directive is not transposed, and the time limit has expired?
	1
	2
	9


А10. Is the Charter applicable to criminal proceedings? Why?

Please, describe
 …………………..…………………………………..…………………………………………………………………… ………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
А11. Is the Charter applicable in civil proceedings? Why?

Please, describe 
………………….………………………………….…………………………………………………………………… ………….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
А12. Do you think that the possibility of referring to the Charter is the same as the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR)? Greater? Less? Why?

Please, describe
 ………………………………..….…………………………………………………………………………………… ………….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
А13. Do you think the Charters 'provisions have a direct effect? Why?

Please, describe
 ………………………..…………………………………………………….……………………………………………… ………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
А14. Are you aware or not with the cases Akkerberg Franson, Siragusa or Willems?

	
	

	1
	Yes, I’m 

	2
	No, I’m not


А15. If you want to know about the Charter (content, action, application), where would you ask for information?







You can mark more than one answer.
	
	

	1
	The textbook of EU law

	2
	From the materials I have from the trainings

	3
	From the website of the Ministry of Justice

	4
	From the EU site

	5
	From the website of the Court of Justice of the European Union

	6
	From the Council of Europe website and / or the European Court of Human Rights


PART B

B1. Is there a difference in the applicability of the Charter and the ECHR??

	
	

	1
	Yes (go to question B2)

	2
	No (go to question B3)

	9
	I hesitate (go to question B4)


B2. What is the difference in the applicability of Charter and ECHR??

	
	

	1
	The Charter has a wider applicability because it is part of EU law

	2
	The Charter has a narrower applicability

	3
	They are equally applicable in all cases

	4
	They cannot be compared, because they are part of different legal orders


B3. Why do you think there is no difference in the applicability of the Charter and the ECHR??
Please, describe 
……………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………. ………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
B4. Do you think that the ECHR applies / is better complied with by the Charter? Why?

Please, describe 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. ………….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

B5. According to your personal impressions, is the Charter applying in cases before courts in your country?

	
	

	1
	Not at all

	2
	Hardly ever

	3
	Not always whenever possible / imperative

	4
	Relatively often

	5
	Аlways whenever possible / imperative

	9
	I’m hesitating / I cannot judge


B6. Please answer any of the questions with "Yes", "No" or "I'm hesitating”.

	
	Answer

	
	Yes
	No
	I’m hesitating 

	Do you know examples of a reference to the Charter in the SCC or SAC decisions?
	1
	2
	9

	Are the judges required to comply with the Charter?
	1
	2
	9

	Are the judges obliged to supervise the observance of the Charter ex officio?
	1
	2
	9

	Are the judges able to apply the Charter properly?
	1
	2
	9

	Are the judges able to determine whether the Charter is applicable to a particular case?
	1
	2
	9


B7. Is the prosecutor obliged to respects / apply the Charter?

	1
	Yes (go to question B8)

	2
	No (go to question B9)

	9
	I'm hesitating (switch to question B10)


B8. How the prosecutor respects / applies the Charter? 

Please, describe ……………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………… ………….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
B9. Why, in your opinion, the prosecutor is not obliged to respect / applies the Charter?

Please, describe …………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………… ………….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
B10. Is the administration obliged to respects / applies the Charter?

	1
	Yes (go to question B11)

	2
	No (go to question B12)

	9
	I'm hesitating (switch to question B13)


B11. How the administration does respect / apply the Charter? 

Please, describe …………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………… ………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
B12. Why, in your opinion, the administration is not obliged to respects / applies the Charter?

Please, describe ………………………………………………….………………………………….……………………………………… ………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………B13. Did you personally refer to the Charter?

	1
	Yes (go to question B14)

	2
	No (go to question B15)


B14. In what kind of cases did you refer to the Charter?
Please, describe …………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………… ………….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
B15. And did you apply the Charter?

	
	

	1
	Yes (go to question B16)

	2
	No (go to question B17)


B16. In what kind of cases did you apply the Charter?
Please, describe ……………………………………….…………………………….……………………………………………………… ………….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
B17. Did you refuse to apply / refer to the Charter?

	1
	Yes (go to question B18)

	2
	No (go to question B19)


B18. What arguments did you use to refuse to apply / refer to the Charter?

Please, describe ……………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………… ………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
B19. Can you specify in a single sentence when (in which cases) it is possible / necessary to refer / apply to the Charter?

Please, describe ……………………………………………….…………………………………………………………………….……… ………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
B21. Please answer any of the questions with "Yes", "No" or "I'm hesitating”.

	
	
	Answer

	
	
	Yes
	No
	I’m hesitating 

	1
	Have you, in your opinion, considered an unjustified refusal by a judge to apply / refer to the Charter? 
	1
	2
	9

	2
	Have you had cases of an unjustified refusal by a judge to apply / to respect a rule of EU law?
	1
	2
	9

	3
	Have you had cases of an unjustified refusal by a judge to apply / to respect the primacy of EU law?
	1
	2
	9

	4
	Does the Charter entail increased obligations for the national judge than under the ECHR?
	1
	2
	9

	5
	Is there a difference between „applying” and "respecting" with the Charter?
	1
	2
	9


B22. Are you aware of what (in what cases) is a due to respect / to apply the Charter?

	1
	Yes (go to question B23)

	2
	No (go to question B24)



B23. Can you briefly define in what circumstances (in what cases) is a due to respect / to apply the Charter?

Please, describe ………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………. ………….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
B24. Please answer any of the questions with "Yes", "No" or "I'm hesitating”.

	
	
	Answer

	
	
	Yes
	No
	I’m hesitating 

	1
	Can the non-compliance with the Charter be referred to the ECHR?
	1
	2
	9

	2
	Can non-compliance with the ECHR be considered a violation of the Charter?
	1
	2
	9

	3
	Is it possible to both refer to the Charter and the ECHR simultaneously for the same fundamental right?
	1
	2
	9

	4
	 Does the Charter entail more obligations for the national judge than under the ECHR?
	1
	2
	9

	5
	If a national law (or other legal provision) is contrary to the Charter, is the national judge obliged to leave it unapplied?
	1
	2
	9

	6
	If an international treaty of your country is contrary to the Charter, is the national judge obliged to leave it unapplied?
	1
	2
	9

	7
	If a Charter provision does not have a direct effect, could it manifest a primate?
	1
	2
	9


PART C.

C1. Does EU law apply (Is it relevant) to migrants / refugees?

	1
	Yes 

	2
	No 

	9
	I’m hesitating  


C2. Does the Charter apply (Is it relevant) to migrants / refugees?

	1
	Yes (go to question C3)

	2
	No (go to question C4)

	9
	I’m hesitating (go to question C4)


C3. Before which jurisdiction it applies?

Please, describe ………………………..…………………………………………………….…………………………………………… ………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

C4. Please answer any of the questions with "Yes", "No" or "I'm hesitating”.

	
	
	Answer

	
	
	Yes
	No
	I’m hesitating 

	1
	Do you think that the the public administration in your country complies with the Charter on Migrants / Refugees?
	1
	2
	9

	2
	Do you think that the courts in your country respect the Charter on Migrants / Refugees?
	1
	2
	9


C5. Do you think that civil society has a broad attitude towards full respect for the human rights of migrants / refugees? Why?
Please, describe ………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………… ………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

C6. Which fundamental human rights of migrants / refugees do you think are not well protected (or should be well protected)?

Please, describe ………………………………..…………………….…………………………………………………………………… ………….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
PART G.
G1. In your opinion, the problems (regarding ignorance or non-compliance with the Charter) are due to the fact that:









You can mark more than one answer.

	1
	The Charter has been in force recently and cannot be known well enough

	2
	It is not studied (at all or well enough) in the law faculties

	3
	Not studied in vocational education (in the training of NIJ, CCA, etc.)

	4
	Nobody talks about the Charter as an important legal source

	5
	Nobody talks about the need / obligation to comply with the Charter before the national courts

	6
	Citizens have no idea they can rely on the Charter

	7
	Citizens have no idea what rights the Charter gives them

	8
	Judges / lawyers are overwhelmed

	9
	The administration has no idea whether and how to comply with the Charter

	10
	The administration has no idea of EU law

	11
	Attorneys are not prepared to refer to the Charter

	12
	The Court of Justice of the European Union does not sufficiently refer to the Charter and therefore does not seem important

	13
	The Strasbourg Court does not refer enough to the Charter and therefore does not seem important

	14
	It is sufficient to apply the ECHR

	15
	Well, the ECHR does not apply / know enough, too ...

	16
	Laws in our country are not respected  ...

	17
	In our country, by and large laws are not known

	18
	The NIJ or the CCA does not provide the necessary professional training

	19
	The SJC is not really interested in this issue


G2. Please answer any of the questions with "Yes", "No" or "I'm hesitating”.

	
	
	Answer

	
	
	Yes
	No
	I’m hesitating 

	1
	Могат ли гражданите да имат доверие на ЕС за защита на основните си права?
	1
	2
	9

	2
	Могат ли гражданите да имат доверие на българския съд за защита на своите основни права?
	1
	2
	9


G3. In your opinion, to whom citizens can trust to protect their fundamental human rights?

You can mark more than one answer.

	1
	Police

	2
	Prosecutor’s office 

	3
	Court of justice

	4
	Media

	5
	NGO

	6
	University Clinics

	7
	Foreign embassies

	8
	None of the above


G4. In your opinion, which is the cause of the problems of human rights protection?  

	1
	Corruption

	2
	No awareness of the rights

	3
	Corrupt laws

	4
	Poor staff

	5
	Poor training in Faculties of law

	6
	Other. Please, write ...


PART D.

D1. How do you think, that knowledge and compliance with the Charter can be improved? 

Please, describe ……………..…………………….……………………………………………………………………………………… ………….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

D2. Please answer any of the questions with "Yes", "No" or "I'm hesitating”.

	
	
	Answer

	
	
	Yes
	No
	I’m hesitating 

	1
	Would it be useful for your job a dedicated site on the Charter to be created?
	1
	2
	9

	2
	Would it be useful for you to have additional information on the implementation of the Charter in English?
	1
	2
	9

	3
	Do you think it is useful to develop a quality distance learning (e-learning) module on the Charter?
	1
	2
	9

	4
	And more general about EU law?
	1
	2
	9


D3. Do you personally think you need to study on the Charter?

	1
	Yes (go to question D5)

	2
	No (go to question D4)


D4. What is the reason you do not need to study the Charter? You can mark more than one answer.

	1
	I have no time

	2
	I do not need / the Charter will not be important in my work ... /

	3
	I can handle without additional training

	4
	I have much more important, immediate training needs

	5
	Other. Please, write ...


D5. Are you personally prepared to participate in accessible forms of in-depth study of the Charter?

	1
	Yes (go to question D6)

	2
	No (go to question D7) 


D6.  How would you prefer to participate?


You can mark more than one answer.
	1
	If it is 2-3 days seminar

	2
	Prefer series of seminars within 1 year

	3
	I prefer, only in inappropriate forms of learning

	4
	Rather, if there are foreign speakers / specialists involved

	5
	It will be great if it is organized by the Eu

	6
	Rather if it is organized by the SJC

	7
	Or by the NIJ

	8
	If it is organized by the CBA

	9
	I would be involved if it is also in the context of studying other EU law issues

	10
	Yes, but if they happen on the territory where I study because I could not travel

	11
	Other. Please, write....


D7. Why you would not participate?



You can mark more than one answer.

	1
	I have no time

	2
	I do not need (Charter will not be important in my work ...)

	3
	I can do without training

	4
	I have much more important, immediate training needs

	5
	I need to first learn better about EU common law

	6
	This should be an initiative of the competent organizations, not a self-initiative

	7
	Other Please write ...


D8. Would you personally engage in distance learning (e-learning) about the Charter?

	1
	Yes (go to question D9)

	2
	No (go to question D10)


D9. What are the conditions for inclusion?



You can mark more than one answer.

	1
	Only if it's not overloading (I do not have enough time)

	2
	Only if it is very well organized / prepared or easy to use

	3
	Only if I'm convinced it's very useful

	4
	Only if it is completely free

	5
	Only if validated by a competent body, e.g. MJ, SJC, NIJ, CCA, JUF

	6
	Only if it gives me enough good knowledge of all EU law (scope, action, etc.)

	7
	Other. Please, write ...


D10. Would you read a handbook on the performance of the Charter in volume of pages?

	
	
	Answer

	
	
	Yes
	No
	I’m hesitating 

	1
	5 p
	1
	2
	9

	2
	15 p
	1
	2
	9

	3
	50 p
	1
	2
	9

	4
	250 p
	1
	2
	9


D11. Have you ever used (did you find) any information about the Charter

	1
	Yes (go to question D12)

	2
	No (go to question D13)


D12. In what language did you find the information?

You can mark more than one answer.
	1
	On my language 

	2
	Another foreign language


D15. Please answer any of the questions with "Yes", "No" or "I'm hesitating”.
	
	
	Answer

	
	
	Yes
	No
	I’m hesitating 

	1
	Do you think the administration needs to be trained on the Charter?
	1
	2
	9

	2
	Do you think that the administration needs to be trained more extensively more about EU law?
	1
	2
	9

	3
	Do you think EU law education in law faculties needs to be significantly strengthened?
	1
	2
	9

	4
	Do you think that EU law education in law faculties has discipline over the Charter?
	1
	2
	9


Thank you very much for the answers and the cooperation!
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